
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair Update  

I am excited to be writing our last newsletter of 2016 but can hardly believe it is that time 

again.  The Board has had a busy and productive year engaging on a number of key strategic 

projects to satisfy our requirements under the Act and to ensure public safety while working 

through several unusual circumstances including another co-location move to new premises 

and earthquake disruptions.  I am very pleased and thankful to our Registrar, Angela 

Sinclair and Registration-Admin Officer, Leanne Davis for their fortitude and dedication, 

coming out ‘on top’ despite it all.  We are well placed and very excited to very shortly unveil 

our new, purpose created CPD online mechanism appropriately placed with the new Board 

website and move toward the second consultation phase of our Cultural Competence Policy.  

The result of developing robust policies and procedures as well as continual engagement 

with significant stakeholders has placed the Board in a very prominent and at times envious 

position among international Chiropractic regulation with several organisations, both 

Chiropractic and otherwise, requesting to model their policies on ours. 

On a personal note, I would like to thank my fellow Board members and team for their hard 

work.  On behalf of the Board, I wish each of you a very joyful, festive and safe holiday 

season and hope that you might enjoy a least a small break with family and friends.  

Celebrate your year’s achievements! In the words of Tim McGraw—’when the work you’ve put 

in is realized, let yourself feel the pride, but always stay humble and kind’.  Thank you all 

for your dedication, hard work and keeping your patients safe and healthy. 

Dr Kristin Grace DC, DACBR 

Board Chair 

Continuing Professional Development 

Please remember the 2015-2016 CPD cycle closes at midnight 31 December 2016.  By this 

time, you must have completed all of your CPD requirements.  Please see the CPD Policy 

available on the Board’s website as well as the CPD Helpful Hints and CPD Final Comments 

documents which have been emailed directly to you in the last week .  

Radiation Safety Regulations Update 

Earlier in the year, the Ministry of Health consulted on Regulations for the new Radiation 

Safety Act coming into force March 2017. In the proposed regulations chiropractors were not 

included with the professions exempt from requiring both a user AND source license.  



The Board is very pleased to confirm that after great discussion and provision of information to 

the Ministry of Health specifically by Dr Kristin Grace and Dr John Bassano, the Ministry is 

now of the view chiropractors should be included in this list of professionals and will require a 

source license, as is the current requirement. Further information and detail is available at 

http://www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/legislation-and-regulation/regulatory-impact-

statements/radiation-safety-regulations 

ACC Update 

Please ensure you have kept up to date with ACC’s new Cost of Treatment Regulations rates 

which were effective from 1 December 2016.  Information on the cost increase is available at 

http://www.acc.co.nz/news/WPC139385 

Also ACC rolled-out a streamlined ACC32 process on 1 December 2016. Further information on 

the ACC32 is available at www.acc.co.nz.  

Cultural Competence Policy Consultation 

Reminder– The Board is currently consulting on a draft Cultural Competence Policy. This is a 

requirement under the Act and a policy that many Boards struggle to accommodate.  We have 

developed a policy with leading specialist consultants and would sincerely appreciate your 

input. Submissions from practitioners and any other interested parties are welcomed by the 

Board.  Submissions must be received by the Registrar no later than 5pm Friday the 16th of 

December 2016.  

For more information, please see:  chiropracticboard.org.nz/Publications-Forms  

 Legislation Update 

The Health Practitioners Bill has passed its third reading and awaiting royal assent. This is of 

interest to chiropractors as this Bill will replace references to specific types of health 

practitioners (nurse etc) with the term health practitioner, which includes all practitioners 

regulated under the HPCA Act, in certain legislation. This will be a marked improvement in 

providing care and support to patients as the changes for example will allow health 
practitioners to sign off on a proof of sickness or injury instead of requiring a patient to see a 

specific provider for this document.  

You can keep an eye on progress of this bill at https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/bills-and-

laws/bills-proposed-laws/document/00DBHOH_BILL63296_1/tab/sop 

 

Office Closure 

The Board’s offices will be closed from noon on 23 December and reopen on the 9 th of 

January. Please ensure any CPD related questions, new registrations and APC applications 

are received by the office well ahead of our planned closing.  

 

 Registrar’s Note  

The end of the year has snuck up a bit quickly it seems with us being out of the office for 

three weeks in November due to the earthquakes.  I hope that 2016 has been a rewarding 

and successful year for everyone.  Thank you very much to Leanne and the Board for the 

support this year and especially in the last month.  

 

Best wishes for a safe and Happy Holidays and New Years to you and yours.  
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Angela Sinclair 

Registrar-General Manager 


